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DESCRIPTION: The spine of the "case" is covered in pigskin. The boards are covered in paper. 
Remnants of alum-tawed fore-edge ties are laced through the boards; the ends of the ties are adhered 
to the interior ofthe boards. There is no front pastedown, and the ends of the ties and the pigskin 
turn ins are covered with squares of paper. Remnants of flaired out cords are also visible on the 
interior of the front board and areas of the spine. A Surgeon General's Office bookplate is adhered 
to the front pastedown. The case was probably made for the manuscript, but sewing and board 
attachment has been altered. The text block consists of gatherings with varying numbers of folios 
sewn all along through the fold. Entries are in iron gall ink. Large areas of a few leaves have been 
blackened with ink. There is some red underlining throughout. Some areas of ink appear to be 
coated with a crystalline substance; the material is most apparent in areas where ink is applied 
heavily. The material is probably drying sand but the substance can not be positively identified 
without chemical analysis. 


CONDITION ON RECEIPT: The leather and paper on the case were dirty, worn, discolored and 


stained. Both were also water stained. The pigskin was cracked and torn in places. Loss from the 
bottom of the front board was matched by loss from a few of the first manuscript leaves. The text 
block remained attached to the case by a few threads; it was otherwise loose in the case. The sewing 
was broken and some gatherings were detached. The paper was dirty, discolored and acidic. There 
were some small edge tears, and some folios were torn along the spine fold. The inks tested 
appeared stable in a 70/30 water/ethanol solution. 


TREATMENT PERFORMED: 

Written and photographic documentation was provided. The pH was recorded before and after 
treatment: before 4.0, after 7.0. The inks were tested for solubility. The volume was collated and 
disbound. The pages were surface cleaned where necessary (Vulcanized rubber eraser, Zephyr 
Quality Rubber). They were washed in ethanol (Clean Harbors) and pH neutral filtered water and 
then alkalized (deacidified) with calcium hydroxide (Fischer Scientific). Tears were mended and 
folds guarded where necessary with Japanese kozo paper (Usumino, Hiromi Paper International) and 
wheat starch paste (Schweitzer’s, Talas). The volume was sewn with linen thread (Barbours #18, 
Harcourt Bindery) into a fold of handmade paper (PC4, University of Iowa Center for Book). A 
fitting was constructed for the previous binding. Client will construct a protective box. 


Northeast Document Conservation Center 
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